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A LETTER to a Member of 
PARLIAMENT in favour 
of the BILL for Uniting Proteftants. 




friends of our Clmrch^ will certainly meet with a *^' 
more favourable entertainment when it is more fully un-^ 
derftood. 

The Df^gn of it \i not, as foaie hare imagined, the Of the de- 
Breaking of our Frame^ but rather the givirig a grtater ^"^^ ^^ ^^' 
Firmnef xxy'it. 

No Alteration^ that I know of, is intended by it, but That it is j 
in thit^s d€daf ed to be AHerahte by the * Chntch it felf Krinc? 
And t£ things Atferdk be alter d upon the grounds of oftheChur 
Fmdence md C^arit^i and things I>feSiwhcfnppliedh'i%f^l,^^ 
and things Ahfed reared to their f roper ufe^ and things the Comm 
of a mof e Ordinary eompufithn , revifed and improved 5 ^^i^^- 
whilft the Do&rine^ Government and Worfifip of thtChnrch 
remain entire in all the fubftantial parts of them 5 we 
fa^ve all resfoato believe that this vrA\ be to far from in- 
jming thtCbifrcA^ that on the contrary it (ball receive a 
vay gt&it Ben^ by k. 

Tlwrhaitbetn the tM^tttter of t\\ CkrifiidHChtirehes in all And of all 
timsf lUM ftscctitiwg the tbmM Chtfrchm felf j which has «*«; chri 
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changed htr Offices in every Age, but generally for the 
worie : And yet other Churcbei havenot t ereby incurr'$I 
'inZf^^ ^^^ imputation of Vnconfiamy and oi unfixing things ire^^ 
oZaHr!ifi^^^\ , ^^^ ^^^^ which is 4rvays tofiand is fixed^ and thSM 
which IS ^r/^Af is by the difcretion of the Church dc^ 
camwedated to Seafqns^ and: Places^ and Occafiom. 

ng Jro^. Some Cendefceniions have bceq already Promf^dy and 

to be done Promt fes are facred things. They were fo very lately re- 

"s- newed, that he muft have a very (hort Memory^ and a^ 

worfe Confchnce^ that has already forgot them. When 

the bigots among the Papifts^ and thofe who blindly at 

id necefla. ^^^^' ^^ ^^' M^/'/jft^ Went ioto their Intereft railed a 
to remove mighty Qamour againft the Chnrch of England as a P E R- 
SS" SECUTING C H U R C H, the Members of it decla- 
31 made a- ^d that fo much as there was of perfecution in it, was all 
nft us of a Court Artifice^ and gave their word for the (bowing (^ 
Ijecutffi ^^^^ ^ temper (when opportunity ftwdd favour them; as 
web. might fully acquit them of fuch a 5]pir/* of which they 
were io publickly and fb vehemently accuied. . 

tc^w^^o A°^ ^^^^^ folong a time fince the Refmmaion^ and lb 
3w;i¥hat is many Revolutions, and fb many Objeftions heard and 
^^^iiThS ^'^fi^^r'^^ ^ rewem of our Conftitution ^if we had not 
^erdien pafsM any Promife ) may feem fit to be made, and now 
^1^ to be capable of being made muoh better> thaa it could 
^ have been formerly. 



'etofi>re. 



y 4y *• It is true indeed for any ObjeStians that can be made 
love the againft our Canfiitution as naw it is, we need not enter 
Tenttrs q^ j^^y altentioH of it. All that have ever yet been brought 
'^ ''' having been often and folly Anfwered with great ftrength 
and plainefs. But it is our unhaippinefs (or rather theirs) 
ibat they who have moft need of Books of this kind,, en 

th«r 
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ther will not, or are not (ufferM to read them. Or if tlicy 
thance to read, yet they come with fiich prejudice to. 
them, is prevents a diligent and impartial perufal of 
them. The (iireft way therefore to remove all ob^ 
jeSi&ns of this kind is to remove the occafion of them, 
and that will be done by this BiB of difcrcet Charity. 

I am well awaf e of your highly comtnendable tender- wafb^'^^a* 
nefs to Ecclefiaftical Pawtr^ ana thb review is not detigned prcMice tc 
to be made without ths SanSion of it, rxprefly mentioq- f^j^lf^^^ 
ed in the laji wards of the Bill. The prefent BiB iis but a 
Preparatmy AS^ and may as well be pafs'd in Parliament 
iLS ^ueett Elizabeths InjunSions without o£mce to the 
Ckrgj. 

Neither need yon dread this BiB as a means to the Nor tadke a. 
throwing down the Pentes of otir Church. Fences which ^^^^^ 
are always attacked, and which put us perpetually upon Chvch. 
tibe defenfive part, have more of Tronbk in them than le« 
ctirity. And certainly after the Ejfentials and convenient 
decencies of Religion are provided for, our ikrongeSIt fin* 
ces under God are Unity and Number. 

I cannot fo ferluiped your judgment as to think you^^**** ^ 
wfflfiy, that if the leaji thing be yielded to Dif enters, JSdLuJ 
theyjwfll by degrees extort the ^ole from us by their ^-fl^ tow di; 
tefile^ importunities. What we yield, we yield not fo-'^'^^- 
tiiucn to the^, as to the Peace of the Church. And the 
wifHom of tfaM[>ie great Bodies a Parliament and Convocati* 
iMTwill know wfatte it ought to (top. And when once , ^ 
diat wfakh is fit is Granted, if Men who afied to be a 
State party fhafl infift on all that remains, the meer un- 
reaibdablenefi of their deniands will procure a denial, 
^d will jnftifie it to all the World. 

B a Nor ^ 
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for will it Nor ctn r any more think that a Perfon of your gooci^' 
•^"^^uj^lfS^ fenfe (hould harbour a fufpicion, that the Authrity of this 
jenters Churcb wiU bc made cheap, and fcctn to be proftituted 
^thern^^ by an Offer of a Omdefcenjion^ of which it may be the 
^c to Acqui- Dijfepiters will not accept. It is the grief of all good 
[cc in it ^ Men of our Communion , that any of the Diffenters 
fhould be guilty of {6 much as the leaft Appearance of^ 
obftruding this union which they formerly ieemed fo im- 
> ;^ «.,v I* patiently to defire. And I do own that in fome of then 

LS It may DC*- , J , n a /y t»nf» 

ley wiiJ. there ly more than an Appearance of Averfion to tsmBilLl 
If it were hot fo, after an univerfal forbearance of ?reach^ 
ing or Writing in thofe Controver/ies on our fide, Booksi 
leveird both againft Liturgy^ and Epifcafacy would not; 
come as they do, in this jundure, fre(h from the Prefs. 

Butoa die However, let that be oflfer d by the Cbwrch-men which 
3ntwryjfoch may be agreed with fafety to the Churchy and which has^^ 
ffttd'by ^hetnio jokmnlyfromifed by them,, and they will at onct 
m rcndo: hotloi JkBifie themfclves and render thole Men imexcufabk^^, 
\^ mcxcuf- ^^ stavoHce towards us when we are Bannd and canMt^ 

meet them *^ and when we r<i», and ri^;«re/ara?4r^^i|:un back^. 

to their old extremities of Averiation.. 

khd thd tte It is^ indeed to be feared^ that thofe whi> cover Interefii: 
faT^oog under the pretence rfCIwj/ip/eiitfe, and perhaps among thoie 
le Difftntirt lome fcw that zrePiJhn^ of Wealthy QmgrggatMUy may^ 
»y dfflikcit, be tempted to defirea continuance ot i^ diftance betwixt, 
the Diffenters and the Church^mw. It woulct be Policy in^^ 
"^ them to endeavour that the Exceftitms may remain a$ 
means of continuing the SiparaiMf i^r% \^ tbait they 
gain more thaatbey had reaibn to ezped if they were ier 
in the commoakveik in the |^^i^iitfi|^ 

Butt 



But I have more charitable thoughts of the pnctrt Dif- Yet we may • 

femers^^ and the rather, becaufe this prefent Bill\$ fo fra- £^^3^ o- 

med, that it may give them all reafonable faisfaSion. then win ap. 

prove ir. 

For, Fir ft: Astotho(eD//^irfer/whoare in the Mr- ''"'^^ ^oiidici- 
nijlry^ their fpecial ObjeBhns have been againft the Forms ^g very ' 
oHl Subfcriftion and Ordination. But now there is only^^/?^ «>* to 
one Form to fnbfcrihe h and that is fo adjufted, that as*' Mi^^fi^^n 
m^myof them as are Epifcopally Ordain'd mzy come into 
Parochial Cures ^ without yJr«f /e at that which is now re- 
quired- For them that have not Epifeopal Orders^ there 
will be fuch z prwijwn made, as will fatisfie all the Mini^^ 
fiers of the Foreign Proteftant Churches i^ and there is all 
feafon to hope, that it will fatisfie oxxi Dijfent^s. And 
then when they are within the Church, they will have no 
Temptation to maiktGj(^0rdinati4>ns as they are faid to 
have done of lateytars^ tho even thofe they have made 
are not capable of the Excufe that was made for thofe in > 
the JU Times yy^hen Bijkops were few$ and thofe tmpri- 
fened^ a&4 otherwift dsfccmnteiunced by the Powers in !: 
being. 

And thtn for the Diffenters among the htHy 3 things And to th<f 
iii^tntindiprtta'mi±eitom^Niiture, being left indife-^'^'^'^''"'''' 
nm in tfattr Vfe^ the grand OhjeSHon of their being made 
tmkwftd by tbeir impopi^n^ will be periedUy removed. . 
So that be they henceforth «/e«/ or flot ufkdi they can be 
BO Bar to LajrComnamion^ 

For theSt rcaibm wc< tsumat < tot h<^ thiit w« fliall This a/ait k 
hne fixne 6int of this Biff.iUbonf^ xhcJkMte Dijfmters at^^g^ 
phd«n»: But tluseo be&re^ weftntt {»y this nieans^- yawiur«Gui« 
once .the Mart jQoKr^iw^wlM.eaddoelittvttbofeP^ ""^ ^" 
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Inftiird into them, which now by a phlick^Lar» will be 
And facisfie .^^^" away. And for the French^ and German^ and other 
the Pnfffiant Foreign Chrijiians of the reformed Religion;, I am well af- 
^rrAw a. fured both byCohverfation^ randlpy Letters htcly fent 

from Holland^ Geneva^ Switzerland^ and other places; 

( not to (peak of the Churches of the Ijaktran CommHiiipH 

which write the (ame , ) that they look upon the Chnrcb^^ 

of England at this Time as the Centre of Protejiant Z)nity.^ 

To whom it and efteem the Conditions propofed in this Bill ( which 

muiS^r ^^^^ ^^^^ Communicated to them) as Terms foil of Cb^if 

and who do ftian ASoder^ioh^ andjS*/ for the Uniting of Frotefianti. 

witheron- ^"^ yp^ *^^ "^^ '^ ^^ taught how neccflary a Vnion is, 
lidons of it! (efpecially in this Statie of affitirs) not at Borne only^ but 

among all the VroteftojAs in the World. 

this Bdii ap. it will perhaps be fome further (atisfadioA to you to 
^ue^sil ^ ^^^ y^° know^ that I am not fmgular in all this that I havt 
the Church of With fo much freedom written to you. Among all thofe 
Efgismi. i^j^)^^ have appeared in the Churches tUtffe^ as well againft 

Dijf enters as Pdpi/is^ I do not know one fingle poibn that 
is not a WeU-wifier to this Bill ^ and I believe they will all 
tell you (b, if you pleaie to advife With them. Andfb 
far as we may leaiil the Geni$0 of Men from their Wri- 
tings, Arch-bi(hop Vfier^ Bi&Op Sanderfan^ Dr. ILon^ 
^ondy and a long order Of other mofl:- worthy Men of 
the laji Age^ whole lAemfny is moft precious in oUr Churchy 
had they been now alive, would with all Zeal have pro>- 
ffloted this EiU of Vniotu 

\ ^^ T bf ^ '^ ^'P^^ ftippofition that therit were not in tMs Nati- 



/ ' ^ * ; 



it on one un^e DifeiOer^ that diere were no occafion for 

- either Vttion or Qomfrthmfm j it would . (till be tbe 

'^'.urchet Interefi to propoie fbmetlung of like Nature vith 

iii^t 'ivhich is now uoder CcHifideratioQ, and ripe for itt. 

Birth, 
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